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fine vessels lying Idle in time of peace, wished to employ them
elsewhere, and send them to look for gold and silver5. It was
not until three years later when the former Admiral Lord
Warwick, as Duke of Northumberland, had lost his head, that
Cabot revealed his secret information in a letter to Charles V.
It was to the effect that the Admiral had constantly questioned
him on the subject of Peru, and had a plan for seizing it by
sending 4000 men up the Amazon in pinnaces, and taking the
Spanish colonies by surprise from a quarter where they would
least suspect an attack. The French Ambassador, Boisdaulphin,
who came to England in 1550, was, so Cabot declared, a party
to the plot, and the French were to join in the attack1. Such a
scheme as this, when Warwick had at his disposal both Cabot
and Barlow, with, their experience of the interior of South
America, may well have been formulated, nor was it the only
project under discussion.
The following significant passage occurs in a letter written
by Jehan Scheyfve to the Queen Dowager of Hungary, on
24th June, 1550. cln answer to M. d'Ecke's letters dated the
15th of the month, which I received on the zoth, respecting
the opinion held by some that the English are seeking a road
to the Indies, I have not been able to ascertain anything. It is
said that the King wishes to send two of his great ships to the
East, but no one knows when. But it is evident, nevertheless,
that they have something in their minds, but whether against
France or Scotland, or elsewhere, I do not know: because they
still detain the pilot Cabot, although His Majesty has sent for
him several times, and they have lately set free a young French-
man called Ribault, who was in the King of England's service
before, and is by all accounts a good navigator and expert
pilot. . . . Some say, moreover, that the king intended to send
1 Spanish Calendar y under date Nov. 15, 1553. 'Cabot, who Is too
ill to go over to Your Majesty, is sending you a chart of navigation,
and a letter in which is contained the information he wished to
impart to you/ It will be recalled that the Willoughby-Chancellor
expedition,, carrying Cabot's instructions for the North-East passage,
of which Northumberland was a leading promoter, sailed in May, 1553.